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A Christmas

3 StOry .

By Lulie

BOUT nineteen hundred and
two years ago, In the reign
of Cwsar Augustus, the |it-
tle town of Bethlehem, six
miles south of Jerusalem,

wns crowded with visitors at about
this thne of the year, all coming to be
taxed In their native country. In a
cave, below the principal fun  or
khan of the town, where the oxca
were usunally kept, a gentle Jewlsh
maid bent lovingly over her Babe. A
light from heaven Mlumined the rude
manger where e peacefully Iny and
shed a brlllinut radiance over the scene.

Several hundred years Iater the
plous Empress Helena of Rome visited
Palestine and discovered this grotto in
Bethlehem, which had served as a

dimmble shelter for the Christ Chlld.

She was convineed that this was the
very place whieh had been hallowed
by the nativity, and thereupon wished
to mark the spot for all time, She had
o magnificent church bullt over the
site, so that Christlans from generation
1o generation might worship there,
The remains of that beautiful bullding
are still to be seen In the city of Beth-
letiem,

It Is a strange fact that, though
Bethleliem was pre-emiuently a clty
belonglug to the Jews In the dars of
'.l:nrhl and of Ruth, not one Jew is to
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the ouly remalos of the churelr Liullt
by Bt Heolena, 13 ownced by them all
In common, It has o lopg doulle line
of Carinthinn pillars, simllar to those
which are found In the Mosque of
Omar on the site of the nnciont temple
In Jerpsalem. The fuded mosale on the
wall and the rough celling of benms
from the cedars of Lebanon are the
ounly treasures remaining in this edifice,
which was once bluzing with gold and
gliver. This anclent bullding adjoins
the one now in use and is only divided
from it by a small door,

Here are fhe usual altars and images
which are found in the Latin elurceh
all over the orient, and in the Greek
portion are the curfous pletures which
the Greeks revere fn the place of
Images, A spiral stalrense of fourteen
steps leads from this ehurch down to
the boly erypt, o grotto tweuty feet un-
der the great cholr,

This holy erypt forms the chapel of
the mauger and I8 a sabterranenn
vault excavated out of the limestone
rock of which the hill of DBethleliem
I8 composed. On its walls are old )
silken tapestrics, Many of the silver
Inmps banging here were donations
from kings, and are always kept alight,
This Is the sopposed site of the Lilrth

of our Lord. There 18 a bright star on

the marble floor, commemorntivg the

Christmas week for devout worshipers
to visit. Such I# the ceremony held
by the Latins on Christmas eve.

The Greek chiureh In Palestine cele

brates the festival of the pativity one | woldicrs, with drawn swords, are on |

manger, wWwhere It remains during | the Church of the Nativity in Bethle- | =

bhem, and, snd to say, becnuse of the!
frequent guarrels between the different |
sects which meet within this chureh
nt o time of general rejoleing, Turkish
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slowed vp enough to tnke

]
LE traln this Christmas eve | hind.
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HRISTMAS IN
- MODERN BETHLEHEM

You soe, miss, It's vory funny.
I happeu to be the detoctive in this

o single pussenger aboard | pochuuk bunk case—1 reckon you have

and to allow a givl seated |
at one of the enr windows
a better view of the snow covered
landsenpe and the little patehwork of
houses about the station. Then it lum-
bered off ngaln. The new passenger
took & seat beslde the girl ot the win-
dow because It was the only vacant
one, She conticued to gnze ot the
white fieids for n thne,

“Merry Chrlstmns! What a mock
ery!” she thought bitterly. Then she
stole a glnnee at her new companlon,
His face was hidden by the newspaper
he was bolding close to his eyes In o
valn struggle to read by the fast fad
Ing lght. When Le threw [t down Iy
disgust, she leated forwird and psked
thldly:

“May'l look ot it n moment? 1 want
to see If there Is any later news ahoat
the Pochonk bank robbery.”

He banded ber the paper and watcn
o ber eurlously os she Dbent over it
and with eagerness read the first page,

“DI you fnd ont what you wanicd
to know ¥ he neked when she handed
the paper baek to him,

“No, for there 18 no trace of the
thieves or the money yet!” she an

swered, with a great deal of fecling,

beard about It—and bave been on
the tenek of the leader of that gang
since daybrenk this mornlng. Some-
bhow I thought he boarded this traln,
and when 1 got on at G— 1 looked all
through for him, but being in com-
paoy with a lady 1 didn't slze him up
till it was too late. I was just com-
Ing in from the other car when I saw
Llm dash down the alsle and moke a
jump while the ear was moving, and af
course by the time 1 got to the door
the car bad galned too mueh speed for
me to Jump after him, so 1 reckon be
has given us the slip for good.”

The girl sat staring up In the face af
her new companion without opening
her lips, At Inst she burst into n hys-
terienl it of lnughing, Suddenly
chiecking herself she Hfted the coat and
uttered a loud exclomation ns a llitle
pekoge  dropped out of the folds,
Slipphig off the cover she pleked up a
roll of bills, and pinned carefully 1o
O1ie of the was o gerap of paper gpon
witlels gome wanls bad been burtiedly
written with n lead pencil:

Plense acespt ns a Christtias pressnt

shiure In the Poehunk Lank rald.
wideh I think will about cover yvour loss.
1 used to rend Bunday school books onece.
and In them [ remember the thicf was

be Yound among Its Inhabitants today,
and the dwellers can 1o no way clalm
to be descended from tiat ruce, though
some travelers think they sse o reseu-
blance In their appearapcee to the Jew-
ish type. The town which saw the
birth of Christ is Inbablted aluoiosi en-
tirely by Christlans, They nre o thrifty
and ludustrious people and superiop
fn every way to the other village dweil-
ers round about Jerusalem.

Bothichom is one of the oldest towns
in Palestine. It has existed os o town
for over four thousamd years, The
houses are built of white Hmestone
and hove flat roofs. on which (he peo-
ple spend thelr summer evenings en-
Joying the cool alr from the woun-
tains. The streets are nierow and b
regular, and might better be ealled
Innes, for there Is Lut one real street
in Bethloem. This leads from the
country rond Into the town and terini-
nates In the large open square In front
af the Chnrels of the Nativity,

On Christmias eve this square s

. fHled with people dressed In thelr gay-
est attire and adorned with all the
finery In the way of neckluees, hrace
lets and colns they possess. Christiang

A MODEDN MADONNA IN BETHLEHEM.

every  part of the country
gather bere on  this  night—Latios,
Qreeks, Armenlaps and Copts,

The enormous collection of joined

. buildigs which the pligrims are fac-
-

&l

ing and which stands on the edge of

 the el extending along the ridge of

the bill froia enst to west consists of
the Church of the Nativity, surrounded

by three convents, the Latin, the Greek

v
'

and the Armenian,

The Church of the Natlvity ls the
oldest In Christendom. It belongs to
these three sects, ench of which has a
_peparate chapel within for ita own
‘services, The large basilica, which fs

appearance of the “star in the east™
with this siguificant inscription encir
cling it;

HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS
CHRISTUS NATUS EST.

Above the altar twelve lnmps are
banging, to represent the twelve apos
tles. Three steps more lead down to
another chapel over the alleged stall in
which, necording to Latin tradition,
the woolden manger was discovered.

On Christmas eve the pligring erowd
around the church awalting the hour
of opening in order to get good seats
to witness the grand ceremony. Lvery
man, woeman and ehild who can pos
sibly come Is prescnt. The nave being
devoid of any seats, the people sit oy
knesl on the marble floor, making o
curious mass of red fezes and white
veils. In silent prayer they awalt the
bour of the service. Meanwhile the
strains of the e Deum softly rise from
the gront organ.

Presently a procession of bishops and
archbishops, attired in thelr most gor-
geous robes, enters the church chnui-
fng, They are followed by prlests andl
monks and small boys drested in scar-
let, who econstitute the choir. The
handsomest church decorations are
kept for this yearly sevyiee.

The deep, well tealved volees of the
cloir Join In singing beautifl anthegns,
after which there 18 a great deal of
chanting without much variation. Sov-
ernl «thnes during the service the bish-
ops, one alter another, alsent them-
selves to renppear o different sttire,
ench of the robes being, If possible,
more gorgeons than the last,

At midulght there I8 o soadden Inll
In the musie and bells In the distance
ring the midnlght chime, Then, as by
magle, & curtain I8 drawn aslde and
over the chancel gotes a cradle ap-
pears to the wondering gnze of the
worshipers and within the eradle an
jmnge of the babe. The Gloria In Ex
celeln Is sung and the bells continne to
peal merrhy. announcing to all Beth-
leiem that it is Christmas day. The
“bombine” or lmoage of the babe is
now lifted before the eyes of the wor-
shipers, who prostrate themselves on
the ground In adoration. The proces-
slon of bishops, priesis and monks and
the pllgrims descends toward the grot
to of the mnnger chanting and waving
incense nll around it. The chapel
belng so small only the offielnting
priests descend into the grotto and the
pligrims gather about the narrow arch-
way and steps descending Into the
manger, They now, with much pomp,
amid the chanting of the priests and
the waving of the Incense, lay the lit-
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fast in order to better prepare (heir

week later than the Latin chureh. For | guard throughout the bullding, for
weeks before Christmas the Greeks these various Christlans who worship
'In the same church at times forget

hearts for the true worship of the that He whom they all adore came to

Baviour on the day of His nativity.
bristmas within

They also celebrate C

bring “peace ou earth and good will

“Did you have any money In the
bank?" he asked after a pouse,

“Every cont that 1 own In the world!”
ghe answered, lifting ber handicerchief
to hier eyes and bursting Into tears,

“1 nm sorry.” The man spoke with
an embarrassment that seemed out of
barmony with his rough fentures. She
wiped her eyes and with a little at-
tempt at bravery seid:

HOh, I know 1 onght not to dothis—and
of course you do not understand. Whon
thie doctorg ordered papan out bhery, he
put £3.0600 in that bank, and affer—he
dicd—it was 2l I hnd, Now it Is gone,
and 1, oh, 1 am 8o helpless!  And Lore
It I8 Chrlstoas time." She wopt afresh,
nod the men moved uncasily in his
sent, lifted Lls paper and turngd the
leaves nervavsly.,

In o few minutes she dreicd her eyes
ard leaned wearlly agninst the back
of her sent.  8he bad not slept for twao
nlglite, aod soon ber eyes closed on
eonsclouely, and she eink  heavily
npalust the steaight, uncamfoirtably
glde of the cor, Wih n sudden lareh
of the traln she swayed to the pight,
then back ngnin and finally fell in a
little unconsclous heap upon the strong
shoulder of ber companion, He looked
helplessly, hesitatingly. ot ber a mo-
moent, then, quietly moving In hls eot,
slipped off his eont. made i Into n
heap andMeft it beneath ber hond, The
Heht from above fuintly ountlined- hey
delleately  shaped  tace againat the
blaeck cont, her small swhite hand was
thrown in childlike trustfules-ss ahove
the glistoning masses of goliden hinle,

Bending quickly over the sleeping
girl he fumbled a few seconds with

peered from under the wide brim into
the doarkness outside. Severnl shriil
whistles come “from under the ear
window, a Iniatern fnsbed op amd
there was a1 mottered onth. As the
car moved off e ran wildly down th
alsle.

The nolse of the engine Incrensed
and the girl opened ber eyes.  Sho
looked up into the face of the man
standing over her and started. Counld
he be the sime? Was she dreaming?
Surely her seat mate did not wear n
mustache, yet these seemed to be the
game plercing bLlack eyes, the same
broad shoulders, . i

She stared stupidly and thought the
mugtache wust be n vagary. Then hor
eyes fell on the coat under her hend
and she faltered:

“Thank you so much for putting It
there. | hope you baven't come to
your station.”

The man smiled knowingly, “Yes,
mise, he lias passed his station, but

toward men.”

for some renson be left his cout be-

the cont under her head, then drew |
+ back and pulling his hat over his eyes
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always brought to bay by a soft, gentle
lttle woman. That I8 my case, Thank
you for making me do the first decent
thing of my life. JACK D.

The detectlve gave a long drawn cut
whistle when he read the note,

“IIe 8 n bad fetlow, but he might be
worse!" he commented with n erest-
fallen sort of smile. *Don’t you feel a
little proud of the way you handied
thie most notorlous outlaw in the
state?” .

But the girl did not trust herself to
answer, She had turned ber face to
the window and in the lttle prayer of
thanksgiving she sent out aeross the
wide, wild darkness for her recovered
fortune there was u plea for the man
who bad given it back to her. ]

SANTA CLAUS UP TO DATE.

Bince first good Santa Claus set oul
To make his wintry round, i

Though sought by many n merry rout,
1Tis home haws ne'er been found. 1

Each yoar ha brings, with coursers ﬂ@l‘.‘
His ehoteest gifts and toya,

Then hukrles o nor stays to meet
Our thankful givls and boys.

Beeause of thia, alnck. alas, i
Fome start o foollsh chase

And try the loy Arifis 1o pasa
Yo thank him to his face.

JUET GIVE A HEARTY LAUGH. 1

But ere the frozen flelds are crossed,
Where winter's bilzzards blow,

Each little chikd who starts s lost
And burled In the snow.

And every year some girls and boys
Btill keop themuelves awake

To thank him for his pretty toys—
A terrible mistake!

For Iying wakeful In the cold
Just keeps the saint away,

And those wha do It, I am told,
May cateh pneu-mon-i-a.

But now this foollshness must end!
You need not tempt your fate,

For fullest thanks you now can send
By methods up to date,

To thank him for his Christmas cheer
Just give a hearty laugh,

And Banta Clauns at once will hear
By wireless telegraph. » i
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